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CAPE TOWN MAYOR REMOVES THREE PROPERTIES FROM
PUBLIC LAND AUCTION AFTER BACKLASH
This morning at 11:00, fourteen pieces of public land owned by the City of Cape Town
will come under the hammer in a live, virtual public auction hosted by Highland Auction
Company. The auction comes after fierce criticism from Ndifuna Ukwazi and our social
movement partner Reclaim the City that challenged the short-sightedness of the City’s
disposal of well-located public land in exchange for a short-term cash injection in the
context of a profound affordable housing and segregation crisis.
The public pressure led to three properties, that are potentially suitable for the
development of social or affordable housing, being withdrawn from the auction by Cape
Town Mayor Geordin Hill-Lewis this week. These include two vacant properties in
Mitchells Plain of 13 566m2 and 3 758m2 in size respectively, and two vacant properties
of 1 450m2 in Claremont located directly next to a 5 hectares-sized Primrose Cricket
Club, which is also located on CIty-owned land. All of these sites are located close to
schools, transport opportunities and social amenities, including clinics, hospitals and
police stations. We are encouraged by the Mayor’s withdrawal of these sites from the
auction and hope that this signals a willingness on the part of the City to investigate the
feasibility of using these sites for the development of affordable housing.
Ndifuna Ukwazi is, however, deeply concerned that these three sites were even
considered for auction in the first place. The City’s failure to proactively identify these
sites as potential sites of the development of affordable housing is indicative of the
City’s failure to manage public land in line with the City’s obligations to combat spatial
segregation and ensure equitable access to land to the majority of Cape Town residents,
who continue to live without access to well-located affordable housing. Despite years of
advocacy calling on the City to develop a clear strategy to manage its public land assets,
the City has continued with its uncoordinated, ad hoc disposals of well-located public
land. Such auctions again demonstrate that the City prioritises the economic value of
public land over its potentially transformative social and community value. Public land is
an invaluable public resource that should serve a social function, rather than being used
to bolster the already sufficient coffers of the City.
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For years, Ndifuna Ukwazi has advocated for the to address the shameful and divisive
legacy of spatial apartheid by developing social and/or affordable housing. Since 2019,
Ndifuna Ukwazi has objected to the disposal of thirteen different City-owned properties
by way of sale or granting of long-term lease during public participation processes. In all
but one case, the City has ignored our objections arguing that the constraints of an
individual site renders affordable housing impractical while reciting vague platitudes
about their commitment to spatial transformation.
If the City is committed to spatial transformation, it has to act transparently and
proactively rather than making unsubstantiated promises. Actions speak louder than
words.
●

Ndifuna

Ukwazi’s

objections

to

the

disposal

of

City-owned

land

here:

https://nu.org.za/publications-resources/#submissions
Contact:
●

Michael Clark, Ndifuna Ukwazi researcher: michael@nu.org.za / 082 535 6209.

●

Yusrah Bardien, Ndifuna Ukwazi communication officer: yusrah@nu.or.za / 082 470
1441.
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Caption: The three properties that Highland Auction Company confirmed had been withdrawn from
the public auction earlier this week (extract from the Highland Auction Company auction prospectus).
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